Proctotrupoidea, Platygastroidea, and Ceraphronoidea*

1.
Scape short and stout, at most twice longer than wide; antennae therefore not elbowed.  Female antennae not clubbed.  Relatively rare groups ...................................................... 2


Scape long and slender; antenna usually elbowed and often clubbed in female................ 5

2.
Mandibles exodont (short, broad, widely separated).  Antennal sockets touching    clypeus or nearly so .................................................................................... Vanhorniidae
Mandibles normal.  Antennae inserted high on head, sockets widely separated from clypeus ............................................................................................................................... 3

3.
Antennae with 13 segments in both sexes.  Fore wing without closed  median cell .............................................................................................. Proctotrupidae (= Serphidae)

Antennae with more than 13 segments.  Fore wing with closed median cell  .................. 4

4.
Antennae with 14 segments in both sexes ..................................................... Roproniidae

Antennae with 15 segments plus an anellus in both sexes ................................. Heloridae
5.
Fore tibia with 2 spurs.  First abdominal tergum the longest, as long as or longer than   the following segments combined.  Radial (= stigmal) vein arched ................................. 6

Fore tibia with 1 spur.  First tergum not the longest, distinctly shorter than the following segments combined.  Radial vein, if present, straight ....................................................... 7

6.
Tibial spur formula 2‑2‑2.  Stigma nearly always large and hemispherical; rarely linear.  Abdomen strongly constricted at extreme base ............................................ Megaspilidae
Tibial spur formula 2‑1‑2.  Stigma linear.  Abdomen not strongly constricted at extreme base ............................................................................................................ Ceraphronidae
7.
Antennae inserted on distinct shelf high on face ............................................... Diapriidae

Antennae inserted low on face, immediately above anterior margin of clypeus ............... 8

8.
Fore wings usually with well‑developed marginal and stigmal veins.  If these not well‑developed, than antenna with more than 10 segments ............................. Scelionidae
Fore wings at most with an incomplete submarginal vein.  Antenna with 10 or fewer segments ...................................................................................................... Platygastridae
* Pelecinidae, Peradeniidae, Monomachidae, Maamingidae, and Austroniidae not included.

Cynipoidea*

1.
Scutellum dorsally with a characteristic raised plate (called a “cup”) ............... Eucoilinae

Scutellum without raised plate ........................................................................................... 2

2.
Length of hind basitarsis about twice combined length of tarsal segments  2‑4.  Largest segment of abdomen in side view tergite IV, V, or VI (Doesn’t work for some males).  Large species, 8 mm or more in length ................................................................. Ibaliidae
Length of hind basitarsis much less than twice combined length of remaining tarsal segments.  Largest segment of abdomen in side view tergite II or III ............................... 3

3.
Scutellum smooth (without sculpture or carinae) and rounded, rest of body pretty much without sculpture.  Most genera without pits at base of scutellum .................. Charipinae
If scutellum evenly rounded posteriorly, then rugose or otherwise heavily sculptured dorsally; always with a pair of large pits at base ................................ remaining Figitidae
* Does not include Liopteridae, which are rare; nor the Cynipinae (gall wasps).

