ENTOMOPHAGOUS INSECTS


ENTO 621


COLLECTION REQUIREMENTS

1.
All specimens must be correctly identified to family; or to subfamily for those subfamilies which can be used for full family credit.  You will lose 5 points for each species that is misidentified to family/subfamily.

2.
20 points for each correctly identified family where the entomophagous specimen is mounted with the host from whence it came.  Predators (even if mounted with prey) will not be counted.  The following taxa, currently treated as subfamilies or tribes, may be turned in for full family credit: Podagrionini, Aphidiinae, Eucoilinae, Cleptinae.  

3.
6 points for each species.  The instructor will assist you in making decisions regarding the number of species you have in your collection. 

4.
1 point for each specimen per species.  Maximum 3 specimens per species.

5.
Collection will also be subjectively graded on mounting, labeling, overall neatness, and condition of specimens.  Half the normal point total will be awarded for poor specimens.

6.
Allowance will be made for a poor collecting year.

7.
The instructor reserves the right to keep any specimen submitted in the collection.

8.
30 points for reared Embolemidae, 10 for hosts with embolemid larvae.  Limit 1 each per student.

9.  The collection is worth 400 points.  You should be able to exceed this total easily during the semester.  Should you do so, up to 50 extra points will be credited to your account.

INSTRUCTIONS FOR COLLECTION OF ENTOMOPHAGOUS INSECTS

Entomology 621


Host remains should be mounted on a separate point and, if sufficiently small, located just below the entomophagous specimen(s).  If several parasitoids emerge from a single host (e.g., polyembryonic species may have 100+ individuals per host), all parasitoids, or as many as is practical, should be mounted on separate pins and identified on the labels as coming from a single, given host specimen.  Remaining specimens are best stored in a pinned, properly labeled gelatin capsule.


Only specimens mounted on slides, points, and/or pins are acceptable.  Do not turn in specimens in alcohol (though you may wish to preserve small individuals in alcohol temporarily).  For full credit, the specimens turned in must be entomophagous adults, with host remains from which the specimen was reared.  Pedators will not be counted for meeting minimum requirements.  All members of a particular order must be neatly grouped together; and within the order, all members of a given family must be unambiguously grouped together.  At least one specimen from each family should have a family label attached.

Examples of how to calculate point totals for your collection

Families: 



Species


Individuals

1. Braconidae



2



4

2. Ichneumonidae


1



1

3. Aphelinidae



3



5

4. Encyrtidae



1



1

5. Eulophidae



5



9

6. Eupelmidae



1



1

7. Eurytomidae


1



2

8. Ormyridae



1



3

9. Trichogrammatidae


1



1

10. Scelionidae


3



9

11. Bethylidae



1



3

12. Chrysididae


1



1

12 x 20 = 240 points


21 x 6 = 126


40 x 1 = 40

Total = 406 points

If you add a single individual from another family (e. g. one Mymaridae), this adds 20+6+1 = 27 points for a total of 433

